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Mr. CAPPER, from the Committee on Claims, submitted the following

REPORT

[To accompany H. R. 4464]

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R.
4464) for the relief of Henry J. McCloskey, having considered the
same, report favorably thereon with the recommendation that the bill
do pass without amendment.
The facts are fully set forth in House Report No. 1864, Seventy-

seventh Congress, second session, which is appended hereto and made
a part of this report.

[H. Rept. No. 1864, 77th Cong., 2d sess.]

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 4464) for the

relief of Henry J. McCloskey, having considered the same, report favorably

thereon with amendments and recommend that the bill, as amended, do pass.

The amendments are as follows:
Line 6, strike out the period (.) and "Such sum represents the value" and insert

in lieu thereof "in full settlement of all claims against the United States for the

loss". At the end of the bill add: ": Provided, That no part of the amount

appropriated in this Act in excess of 10 per centum thereof shall be paid or delivered

to or received by any agent or attorney on account of services rendered in connectio
n

with this claim, and the same shall be unlawful, any contract to the contrary

notwithstanding. Any person violating the provisions of this Act shall be deemed

guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be fined in any sum not

exceeding $1,000."
The purpose of the proposed legislation is to pay the sum of $406.70 to Henr

y

J. McCloskey, of San Francisco, Calif. in full settlement of all claims against
 the

United States for the loss of photographic equipment which was used by him 
as a

guard-photographer in the Immigration and Naturalization Service, which
 equip-

ment was destroyed by fire at the Angel Island Station on August 12, 1940.

STATEMENT OF FACTS

It appears that Henry J. McCloskey was employed as a guard at the 
Angel

Island Station of the Immigration and Naturalization Service. A part
 of his

official duties was the photographing of aliens. Personally owned equipment was

used for this work. During a fire which destroyed a part of the Angel Island

Station on August 12, 1940, Mr. McCloskey's personally owned equi
pment was

destroyed. Estimates received from a San Francisco dealer in photographic
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equipment placed the value of the equipment lost by Mr. McCloskey at the sum
of $301.30.

It appears that Mr. McCloskey has suffered a loss of personal property used
by him in connection with the performance of official duties for the Government,
and that such loss was sustained by him through no negligence on his part.
The Attorney General places the value of this loss at $301.30, stating this was the
estimate placed on it by a San Francisco dealer in photographic equipment.
Mr. McCloskey contends and lists the value at $406.17, this being itemized, show-
ing the cost of each article. Therefore, your committee feel that Mr. McCloskey
should be reimbursed in the amount of $406.70, instead of the recommendation of
the Attorney General, of $301.30, and recommend favorable consideration to the
bill. Appended hereto is the report of the Attorney General together with other
pertinent evidence.

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL,
Washington, D. C., August 16, 1941.

Hon. DAN R. MCGEHEE,
Chairman, Committee on Claims,

House of Representatives, Washington, D. C.
MY DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I have your letter of June 4 requesting my views

concerning the merits of the bill (H. R. 4464) to provide for the payment of the
sum of $406.70 to Henry J. McCloskey, of San Francisco, Calif., as compensation
for the loss of personal property destroyed by a fire at the Angel Island Station of
the Immigration and Naturalization Service on August 12, 1940.
The files of this Department show that Henry J. McCloskey is a guard at the

Angel Island Station of the Immigration and Naturalization Service. A part of
his official duties is the photographing of aliens. Personally owned equipment is
used in such work. During a fire which destroyed a part of the Angel Island
Station on August 12, 1940, Mr. McCloskey's personally owned equipment was
also destroyed. Estimates received from a San Francisco dealer in photographic
equipment placed the value of the equipment lost by Mr. McCloskey at the sum
of $301.30.
From the foregoing circumstances, it appears that Mr. McCloskey has suffered

a loss of personal property used by him in connection with the performance of
official duties for the Government, and that such loss was sutained by him through
no negligence on his part. Since the value of such lost articles, however, has been
placed at the sum of $301.30, T recommend that the bill be amended to provide
for the payment of the sum of $301.30 instead of $406.70, and, as amended, that
the bill be enacted.

Sincerely,
FRANCIS BIDDLE,

Acting Attorney General.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,

IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE,

San Francisco, Calif., April 7, 1941.
Hon. RICHARD J. WELCH,

House of Representatives, Washington, D. C.
DEAR CONGRESSMAN WELCH: I am taking the liberty of adding my endorse--

ment to the enclosed request of Guard McCloskey, connected with this station,
that you introduce a measure looking to his being compensated, to some extent
at least, for the personal loss which he suffered as a consequence of the fire which
razed the administration building at Angel Island on August 12, 1940. Guard
McCloskey has in large measure personally supplied certain of the photographic
equipment necessary for carrying on the photographic work in this district and,
inasmuch as the Government has benefited from his personal contribution along
those lines, it seems only just that he should be compensated for his loss.
May I add an expression of my sincere personal regards.

Very truly yours,
I. F. WixoN,

District Director, San Francisco District.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE,

San Francisco, Calif., April 7, 1941.

DEAR CONGRESSMAN WELCH: Since 1917 the writer has been called upon to
perform all of the photographic work for the Government at the San Francisco
headquarters of the Immigration Service, the title of the Service since then having
been changed to the Immigration and Naturalization Service. Because the
Government did not supply me with a suitable camera and equipment, I purchased
this equipment out of my own funds. On August 12, 1940, when the Angel
Island Station burned, I lost the following listed equipment:

Article: Amount
1 Auto Graflex camera revolving back, 4 by 5 $132.50
1 carrying case for above 16.00
1 Cook Aviar lens 8%-inch, f4.5 131.00
1 compound shutter fitted to above 42.50
1 F. scale stops calibrated at factory and fitted to side 8.50
6 Graflex film holders, 4 by 5 ($4 each) 24.00
1 Graflex cut film magazine, 12 septums 16.50
4 filters, A, G, K2, K3 11.40
1 Eastman Pola screen, series viii 15.00
1 Eastman ring adapter for above 2.00
1 Eastman lens shade, series viiL 5.50
1 etching knife, special ground 1.80

Total 406.70

In order to properly carry on my work, I have again been compelled to invest
$250 in a camera, with attachments.
I have endeavored to secure reimbursement to the extent of $250 for the loss

which I suffered, but am advised by the central office of our Service in Washing-

ton that there is no authority in law for the reimbursement to an employee of the
cost of equipment or damages to his personal property when gratuitously used

in the Government service. Notwithstanding the worthy purpose for which my

property was used and the equities involved, I cannot be reimbursed for the loss

which I have suffered.
Despite the fact that I have been in the Service since 1913, interrupted by an

absence for military duty between 1918 and 1919, my present salary is only

$1,920 per annum, and, having a household to support, I am sure you will appre-

ciate that I can ill afford to suffer the loss referred to in the foregoing. Since

there appears to be no other way by which I can be compensated therefor, may

I ask that you kindly introduce a measure looking to the relief, which I have

reason to believe will receive favorable endorsement by the appropriate depart-

mental officers in Washington.
Respectfully,

HENRY J. MCCLOSKEY,
Guard-Photographer.
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